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deepest   researches   into   Hindoo  classic
lore.

It was reserved for the present era of
antiquarian learning, to crown all past
investigations, with the triumph of arrang-
ing an alphabet, "by whose means the
ancient characters might be rendered in-
telligible, and form the data so much desi-
derated to correct the wildness of Hindoo
chronologists. The edicts of Piyadasi,
so lately discovered in an obscure spot of
Western India, now connect the legends of
the east with the histories of the western
world, and throw light upon the most
interesting historical, religious, and philo-
logical discussions of modern times.

Generation after generation has passed
away; the power of Buddism has faded
before the increasing strength of the
heterodox Jains-j the original Sanskrit,
as the written language of Girnar, has
been superseded by the modern Pali;
the Egyptian and Greek dynasties are
unknown to the present annals of Surashtra